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 ART MATTERS 
 By:  Edith Herring,  

 
DESOTO ARTS COUNCIL NEWS 

 Much has been written about the 
work of the DeSoto Arts Council – but,      
perhaps not enough has been written about 
the centerpiece of the focus of DAC, which is 
the DAC Gallery.  First, the DAC Gallery is 
located in a beautiful, turn-of-the-century 
mercantile building (Hicks & Richardson 
Bldg.) in the Historic District of the Village of 
Grand Cane, LA.  The building is a jewel 
among several historic buildings in the one 
block area of this small town business       
district.  The DAC Gallery shares the building 
space with several other businesses and has 
the distinction of utilizing a portion of the 
downstairs area as an art gallery.  

As visitors step through the doors, they are 
greeted by a wall of art.  Currently, the     
display wall is shared by a permanent mural 
by Ron Kidwell that acknowledges donors to 
the annual Red Envelope Fund Raising effort 
and the permanent exhibit of art work      
depicting “Historic Grand Cane” by Michael 
Graham (funded by a SRAC Grant). These art 
pieces offer a glimpse of important factors in 
the history of this small town. Other hallway  

space showcases many of our artists’ prints of 

their original art work (affordable art).              

The area behind the check-out counter offers 

original, handmade jewelry, pottery, original 

photography, hand painted gourd bird houses 

and note cards.  Then tucked away  behind this 

area is a special treasure trove for art collec-

tors and gift givers: ¢ƘŜ wƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭ {Ŝŀǎƻƴǎ 

gift shop features high end crafts, seasonal 

decorations, cards, book marks,    ornaments 

and much more!  All items are    reasonably 

priced and unique. 

 But, the centerpiece of art is found in 

the Green Room Gallery so named because it 

was previously the “Green Room” for the  

BackAlley Community Theatre, whose back 

stage is immediately behind the Gallery. Every 

inch of the Hicks & Richardson Bldg. is used.  In 

the official gallery, original art by various local 

and area artists is on display.  Many paintings 

in either oil or acrylic have a nature theme, 

including animals, flowers and even insects.  

Other paintings give perspectives on historic or 

interesting buildings.  Various art mediums are 

found, including scroll saw art and wood carv-

ing. 

  There is a permanent     display of beautiful 

and unusual stone       sculpture by Haitian 

artist, Frantz Louis Laratte.  This space provides 

chairs for visitors to sit and contemplate the 

wonderful world of art as  interpreted by the 

artists.  The artists change out their works 

quarterly and new artists are always welcome.  

 Current DAC Gallery Artists include:  Lenora 

DeLude, Joe Hartley, Ron Kidwell, Charles 

Lizyness, Jeb Lord, Diana Manning, Eugenia 

Manning , Mary  Babb  Martinez,  Mickie 

McComic, Azzie Mitchell, Gloria Peters,   

Contina Pierson, Mark Poole, Wanda       

Prothro, Lisa Reddick, Wayne Roberts,    

Nancy Spaniel-Blake, Barry Wiley, Cindy  

Williams, and Vicky  Williamson.           While 

all of  the     art     (except    the       permanent 

exhibits) are for sale and while this greatly 

supports our professional DAC Gallery artists, 

we welcome visitors to spend time among 

our art for inspiration and      appreciation.  

Gallery hours are Thur – Sat, 10 am – 1:30 

pm.  Phone 318-663-3080.  DAC Gallery    

Volunteers are always happy to     welcome 

visitors and we hope you will plan a visit very 

soon! 

DAC Board Meeting 
 
          Mark Poole, newly elected  
DeSoto Arts Council President reports 
the election of the following addition-
al officers for the 2016-17 year: Linda 
Brown (Vice-President), Carol         
Paga (Treasurer),    and     Margaret 
Dickerson (Secretary). The Board      
discussed   plans   for   the   upcoming 
HGCA Sponsored Car Show on          
Saturday, October  15   in   downtown 
Historic Grand Cane, showcasing      
Feature      Artist      Cindy      Williams’ 
photographic art.  The DAC Board    
noted   that   an   effort  will  be  made 
to attract new local and area artists to  

exhibit their art in the DAC Gallery. 
Interested artists should                      
call 318-663-3080 for more                
information. 

 

DAC GALLERY ARTIST CONTINA 
PIERSONΩS art dominates the cover of 
the {ƛƎƴŀƭǎ fall catalog, featuring her 
signature piano keys.  If you donΩt 
receive the catalog, go to 
www.signals.com and click on jewel-
ry, scroll down to άpiano keys.έ  Con-
gratulations, Contina for this national 
recognition!  Her lovely, handmade 
jewelry is also available at the DAC 
Gallery in Grand Cane, LA. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.signals.com/
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Joe Hartley woodcarving  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Charles Lizyness scroll saw art 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Original jewelry various artists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lenora DeLude artist 

Mark Poole pottery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Spanial-Blake artist 

 

 

 

 

Wayne Roberts artist 

NOTE FROM A FORMER DAC 
PRESIDENT 

 I will take this opportunity to 
say “thank you” to all of the many 
people that I have worked with    
during my years as DeSoto Arts 
Council Board (DAC) of Directors        
President.  Countless people have 
contributed their time, resources 
and goodwill to make this              
organization a place where art is          
supported and appreciated.  It has 
been my pleasure to be a small part 
of this.  The DAC runs an art gallery, 
supports art classes, has a successful 
fund raiser, contributes to the   
economy of the Historic District of 
the Village of Grand Cane…and, all of 
this is done by a wonderful, deeply 
committed group of volunteers.  I 
will remain a loyal DAC member and 
hope to see y’all at the Gallery!     
Sincerely, Edith Herring. 


